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About our
mailing list
Denfeld Alumni News is
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and, as the budget allows, to
other Denfeld alumni whose
addresses have been
acquired through class lists.
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subscribed and wish to,
simply fill out and mail in the
form on the back page of
this newsletter. There is no
cost to subscribe.
If you have not subscribed,
you are not on our regular
mailing list and could miss
future issues.
To read Denfeld Alumni
News online, visit
www.denfeldalumni.com.
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Centennial events
planned for 2009
The theme of the 2009 Spirit Valley
Days events in West Duluth will be
“Dear Ol’ Denfeld,” celebrating Denfeld
High School’s centennial.
The usual Spirit Valley Days events,
including the popular parade and street
dance, will pay special tribute to
Denfeld’s 100 graduating classes. In
addition, a Hunter Hall of Fame
induction ceremony and an all-class
dance will be held on Saturday, Aug. 1,
2009. Other events may be added as
funding efforts continue.
Denfeld’s predecessor, Duluth Industrial
High School, first held classes in the fall
of 1905, graduating its first class in
1909. The school took on the name
Denfeld in 1915 to honor Robert E.
Denfeld, retiring superintendent of
Duluth Public Schools. The current
Denfeld building opened in 1926.

Hall of Fame Ceremony
A key event in the centennial will be the
Hunter Hall of Fame ceremony,
inducting the first new members to the
hall since 1996.
The program will honor the 29 hall of
famers previously inducted, and put a
special spotlight on the new members,
who will be announced in the spring of
2009. (See story on page 2.)

All-class Dance
Denfeld alums of all generations will
have a chance to mingle and dance
together at the first all-class dance. The
event will be held in the school’s
gymnasium following the Hunter Hall of
Fame ceremony. Tickets will go on sale
later this year.
More information on both events will be
available as the events draw nearer.

Duluth Industrial High School students, circa 1912.

Fundraising
A fundraising campaign which started
last fall will finance the centennial
events. Donations are still needed to
keep these plans moving forward and
to plan additional activites, if possible.
The Denfeld Alumni Association is
also receiving donations to benefit the
Greater Denfeld Scholarship
Foundation, support the mailing of this
newsletter, purchase plaques for hall
of fame members and contribute to
the repairing of the school’s pipe
organ.
Donations of any amount are greatly
appreciated. Use the form on the back
page of this newsletter for instructions,
or visit www.denfeldalumni.com.

Join the Effort
If you would like to help organize
“Dear Ol’ Denfeld” events, providing
either grunt labor or intellectual
genius, please contact Karin Swor
at karin@denfeldalumni.com or
218-348-5843.
There are also two openings on the
Denfeld Alumni Association board of
directors for persons with an interest
in the long-term efforts to sustain
alumni relations. To apply, write to Joe
Vukelich at Denfeld High School, 4405
W. Fourth St., Duluth MN 55807, or email vuk@denfeldalumni.com.
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Class Reunions
1998
The class of 1998 will hold its 10-year
reunion on August 22 and 23 at Mr. D’s
and the Fitger’s Brewery Complex.
For more info, contact Mary Castellini
at mcastellini@isd2142.k12.mn.us.

1988
The class of 1988 will hold its
20-year reunion on July 26 at Mr. D’s
Bar & Grill. For more information visit
www.denfeld1988.myevent.com or call
Mandy LeGarde at 218-628-2584.

1983
The class of 1983 will hold its
25-year reunion on August 23 in the
banquet room at Mr. D’s Bar & Grill in
West Duluth. For information contact
Chris Jugasek at cjugasek@css.edu.

1973
The class of 1973 will hold its
35-year reunion on July 26 at St.
James Dale Jensen Center. For more
information, contact Laura at tensing@
mindspring.com or 480-595-7555.

August nomination deadline
for Hunter Hall of Fame
Nominations are being accepted
until August 30 for the next round of
inductions into the Hunter Hall of
Fame. The honorees will be
announced next spring, and an
induction ceremony will be held on
Saturday, Aug. 1, 2009.
The Hunter Hall of Fame was
established in 1996 to honor
positive contributions to Denfeld, its
traditions and its community. It
presently has 29 members.
To nominate someone, write a brief
letter of support outlining the
nominee’s accomplishments.
Nomination letters should be mailed
to the Denfeld Alumni Association,
4405 W. Fourth St., Duluth MN
55807.
There are three categories in which
hall of famers may be honored:
Professional
Humanitarian
Athletic

Denfeld graduates cannot be
inducted until 10 years after
graduation. Graduating from
Denfeld, however, is not required.
Teachers, administrators and
community members who have
served the school are also
eligible. No self-nominations will
be accepted.
The Denfeld Alumni Association is
raising funds to have plaques
placed in the school honoring all
hall of fame members. So far,
enough money has been raised to
have 12 plaques made.
Donations to the hall of fame can
be mailed using the form on the
back of this newsletter. Please
include a note specifying that your
donation is for the hall of fame.
For more information about the
Hunter Hall of Fame, visit
www.denfeldalumni.com.

1968
The class of 1968 will hold its
40-year reunion on Aug. 15 at Mr. D’s
Bar & Grill in West Duluth at 6:30 p.m.
For more information, contact Diane
Bordson at billdiane50@hotmail.com.

1963
The class of 1963 will hold its
45-year reunion on August 2 at the
home of Marcia Hales (Nyquist). For
more information, contact
Marcia at 218-727-4527.

1958
The class of 1958 will hold its 50-year
reunion Sept. 12 at Black Woods in
Proctor and Sept. 13 at Denfeld and
the DECC. For more information,
contact Dave Carlson at 218-525-1438
or dcc@chartermi.net.

DENFELD ALUMNI
MERCHANDISE

Available online at
www.DenfeldAlumni.com
T-shirts and
sweatshirts in
a variety of
sizes and
colors
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Hunters in the News

1956

The class of 1955 donated over
$50,000 to the Greater Denfeld
Foundation for grants to be used
by staff at the school.

The class of 1956 will hold a 70th
birthday party for classmates on Aug.
20 at American Legion Post 71 in West
Duluth. RSVP to Class of ’56,
P.O. Box 3313, Duluth MN 55803.

Jodi Stauber (McCauley, class of
1986) is the first female command
chief of the Minnesota Air National
th
Guard’s 148 Fighter Wing.

1953
The class of 1953 will hold its
55-year reunion July 30 at Patsy
Munger Lehr’s home in Duluth and on
July 31 at Black Woods Grill & Bar in
Proctor. For information, visit
www.denfeld53.org or call Barbara
Humphrey at 612-869-7163.

Richard Swanson (class of 1966)
has retired as coach of Denfeld’s
girl’s basketball team after 21
years. His coaching record is 301240. He will continue to coach
softball and teach at the school.
Ivy Hammerschmidt (Lynas,
class of 1989) is living in New
Ulm, Minn., and working as a
personal care aide. She’s been
married for 13 years and has two
daughters.
Scott Gernander (class of 1965)
was inducted into the University of
Minnesota Duluth Athletic Hall of
Fame last fall.
G. Dell Daedo, Denfeld principal
from 1949 to 1963, died on Feb.
29 at the age of 98. He had been
living in Boise, Id., with his wife
Marjorie since 1996. As a final gift
to Denfeld, he left a posthumous
donation of $40,000 for student
scholarships.

DAEDO

SLENNES

Fran Slennes (Anderson, class
th
of 1928) celebrated her 99
birthday on Nov. 18. She is
believed to be Denfeld’s oldest
living graduate.

Class Reunions

1948
The new book Leatherheads of
the North tells not only the story of
Willow River's Ernie Nevers, but
of great Denfeld athletes who
played for the NFL’s Duluth
Eskimos, including Wally Gilbert
(class of 1919), who once dropkicked a 61-yard field goal. The
book can be purchased in
bookstores or online at
www.denfeldalumni.com.
Tom Tusken (class of 1990) won
a $25,000 Milken National
Educator Award. The surprise
announcement was made last fall
during a special assembly.
Tusken has taught social studies
at Denfeld for 13 years.
The Denfeld Alumni Association
has added Karin Swor (Henson,
class of 1960) to its board of
directors. Karin works at the
Veterans’ Memorial Hall at the St.
Louis County Historical Society.
She has three children and nine
grandchildren.
Send your news to the Denfeld
Alumni Association, 4405 W.
Fourth St., Duluth MN 55807 or email info@denfeldalumni.com.

The Denfeld class of 1948 will hold its
60-year reunion August 22-24. Friday
night will be a dinner at the Ridgeview
Country Club, Saturday will feature a
tour of Denfeld and dinner at the Kitchi
Gammi Club, and Sunday will be a
picnic lunch at the Pike Lake Auto Club.
For information, call
Bill Ellifson at 715-392-2872 or
Dick Olson at 218-729-6050.

1945
The class of 1945 will hold its 63-year
reunion on Aug. 6 at American Legion
Post 71. For more information, call
Lloyd Johnson 218-722-8053.

1944
The class of 1944 will hold its 64-year
“Mini Reunion” on Aug. 6, from 11:30
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Black Woods Grill
& Bar in Proctor. Cost is $20. For more
information, call Doris Johnson 218525-2549.

For more class reunion details and
information about other alumni events,
visit www.denfeldalumni.com and click
on the “events” link.

DENFELD ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
4405 W. Fourth St.
Duluth MN 55807

Denfeld Alumni
Association
4405 W. Fourth St.
Duluth, MN 55807
218-336-8830
www.denfeldalumni.com
info@denfeldalumni.com
Board Members:
Marilyn Monson (Goneau, 1946)

Help support the Denfeld
Alumni Association!
Use this form to confirm your contact information
and continue receiving the Denfeld Alumni News.
If you are sending a check to support the alumni
association and would like your gift to fund a
specific project, please include a note specifying
your wishes.

Rudy Monson (1947)

Denfeld Alumni Association

Ruth Thorpe (Van Kleek, 1956)

4405 W. Fourth St., Duluth, MN 55807

Karin Swor (Henson, 1960)
Richard Swanson (1966)
Joe Vukelich (1977)

Name

Anna Montgomery (Jimenez, 1979)
Russell Salgy (1989)
Paul Lundgren (1991)

Address

Stephanie Fechner (1998)
Drew Bloomquist (2006)

The Denfeld Alumni Association is a
Minnesota nonprofit public charity
under section 501 (c) (3) of the
Internal Revenue Code.

City/State/Zip
Phone
E-mail

Class of

